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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Amanda Staehely
PRESIDENT

Ben Verhoeven
PRESIDENT-ELECT

Darcy Ruef
VICE PRESIDENT

Todd Nelson
PAST-PRESIDENT

Patrick Newton
TREASURER

Jesse Nelson
SECRETARY

Chris Robinson
MEMBER-AT-LARGE

Columbia Nursery

29490 S, Jackson Road
Canby, OR 97013
Wayne@Columbia-Nursery.com
503-263-2623

Peoria Nursery

32355 Peoria Rd SW
Albany, OR 97321
BenV@PeoriaGardens.com
541-753-8519

Al's Garden & Home

1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
Woodburn, OR 97071
DRuef@Als-GardenCenter.com
503-981-1245

Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.
Woodburn, OR 97071
Info@BountifulFarms.com
503-981-7494

Powell's Nursery Inc.
5054 SW Boyd Rd.
Gaston, OR 97119
PowellNursery@gmail.com
503-357-0631

Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
30120 S.E. Waybill Road

Boring, OR 970009
JNelson@HansNelson.com
503-663-3348

Robinson Nursery Inc.

P.0. Box 100

Amity, OR 97101
Chris@RobinsonNursery.com
877-855-8733

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Patrick Peterson
ASSOCIATE MEMBER

Adam Farley
CONTAINER GROWER

Dave Daniel
CONTAINER GROWER

Blake Nelson
CONTAINER GROWER

Joe Dula
FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER

Sam Barkley
FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER

Jay Sanders
FIELD / BARE ROOT

Andrea Avila Aragon
GREENHOUSE

Tyler Meskers
GREENHOUSE

Gary S. English
RETAIL
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BASF Turf & Ornamentals
Patrick.Peterson@BASF.com
971-286-1457

Countryside Nursery
AFarley@CountrysideNursery.com
503-678-0511

Fall Creek Farm & Nursery Inc
DaveD@FallCreekNursery.com
541-937-2973

Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
Blake@BountifulFarms.com
503-981-7494

Moana Nursery
JoeD@MoanaNursery.com
503-266-8170

J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.
SamB@JFSchmidt.com
503-663-4128

KG Farms Inc.
JSanders@KGFarmsinc.com
503-678-3245

Smith Gardens
Andrea.Avila-Aragon@
SmithGardens.com
503-678-5373

Oregon Flowers Inc.
Tyler@OregonFlowers.com
503-678-2580

Landsystems Nursery
Gary@LandsystemsNursery.com
541-382-7646

Life’'s good little surprises

Life is funny. Do you ever
think about where your life
path has brought you?

I can’t help but sit back and laugh
sometimes about where I am right now. The
irony of it all is nothing short of amusing.

I grew up in the nursery industry. My
parents (and, at the time, my grandpar-
ents) owned Simnitt Nursery in Canby,
Oregon. I grew up going to the Clackamas
Chapter Christmas Party, meeting all
my parents’ friends at other Oregon
Association of Nurseries get togethers, and
loving the Farwest Show because I would
get to go out to “fancy” dinners.

But my work at the nursery itself was
sparse. I occasionally had time to help
transplant and run deliveries, but most of
my extra time was spent in a ballet studio.
I grew up having complete admiration
and appreciation for our nursery and the
industry itself, but never saw myself being
a part of it in the future.

I then met my now-husband, Wayne.
His passion for plants started at a very
young age and had nothing to do with me
or my family. Of course, it helped that my
dad and he had similar interests, but his
shared passion for plants was just one of
his many great qualities.

He started his nursery before we were
married, and I had my own career at that
point. I was dancing professionally and
had started a Pilates studio, so plants were
far from my mind. While discussing our
future together, we knew that we would
both be supportive of one another’s busi-
nesses, but we each had our own focus.

As his nursery grew, I saw myself
helping a little more each year. Moving
pipe, running errands for supplies, clean-
ing scion wood, planting ... each time
the nursery grew, so did my involvement.
Within the first 10 years of Columbia
Nursery, we moved the nursery from a
2-acre rented parcel to our first property,
and then to our larger location where we
are now, just south of Canby.

My professional ballet career had
ended, but my Pilates studio was still
my main focus. The Clackamas Chapter
needed some help planning their annual
Christmas party, so I volunteered to assist
them. That became the beginning of my
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OAN involvement. Oh, little did I know.

I was soon a permanent member of
the chapter board, and then made my
way through the OAN Board of Directors
before I was asked to be on the Executive
Committee. During that time, I also served
on the chapter revitalization and revenue
task forces. Wayne’s nursery also began to
grow more quickly. It needed a full-time
office presence. I split my time between
teaching Pilates and ballet, and the nursery
as best as I could while also raising our
three kids. Covid actually made planning
my life a little easier, as it forced me to
focus 100% on our nursery and the kids.

The shift into working at the nursery
full time was so gradual that I almost
didn’t see it happening. It wasn’t until my
youngest got mad at his dad while he was
pruning some maples and said, “Stop,
Dad! You’re hurting Mom’s trees!” that
we both realized the kids saw the nursery
not only as Dad’s anymore. It had turned
into my passion and focus as well, and
was now our one mutual dream.

So, when asked if I would have seen
myself following my father’s footsteps, 1
would have absolutely said no. But now, I
look and think to myself, why not? It all
makes sense now. The two most important
men in my life have inspired me to be a
part of this organization, and I feel incred-
ibly lucky to not only be a part of it, but
to raise our children with this extraordi-
nary community.

Who would have thought I would be
here now? Life truly does have a way of
making you look back and laugh. ©
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