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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

2023–2024 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 PRESIDENT 29490 S, Jackson Road
  Canby, OR 97013
  Wayne@Columbia-Nursery.com 
   503-810-2598

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 PAST-PRESIDENT 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  Info@BountifulFarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Ben Verhoeven Columbia Nursery
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 32355 Peoria Rd SW
  Albany, OR 97321
  BenV@PeoriaGardens.com  
  541-753-8519

 Darcy Ruef Al's Garden & Home
 VICE PRESIDENT 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
  Woodburn, OR 97071
  DRuef@Als-GardenCenter.com 
  503-981-1245

 Patrick Newton Powell's Nursery Inc.
 TREASURER 5054 SW Boyd Rd.

  Gaston, OR 97119
  PowellNursery@gmail.com  
  503-357-0631

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 SECRETARY 30120 S.E. Waybill Road
  Boring, OR 970009
  JNelson@HansNelson.com  
  503-663-3348

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 MEMBER-AT-LARTE chris@robinsonnursery.com   
  877-855-8733
  __________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 Patrick Peterson BASF Turf & Ornamentals 
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  Patrick.Peterson@BASF.com  
  971-286-1457 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER afarley@countrysidenursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Dave Daniel Fall Creek Farm & Nursery Inc
 CONTAINER GROWER DaveD@FallCreekNursery.com 
   541-937-2973

 Blake Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 CONTAINER GROWER Blake@BountifulFarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Joe Dula Moana Nursery
 FIELD / B&B GROWER joed@moananursery.com  
  503-266-8170

 Sam Barkley J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.  
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  SamB@JFSchmidt.com  
  503-663-4128

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER jsanders@kgfarmsinc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Andrea Avila Aragon Smith Gardens
 GREENHOUSE  Andrea.Avila-Aragon@  
  SmithGardens.com  
  503-678-5373

 Tyler Meskers Oregon Flowers Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  tyler@oregonflowers.com  
  503-678-2580

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL gary@landsystemsnursery.com 
  541-382-7646

Our industry embodies 
spirit of Oregon pioneers

Amanda Staehely

My fourth grade son, Luke, 

has been playing the famous 

Oregon Trail video game. 

Besides some updated graphics, the 
game is essentially the same one I played 
at his age. 

For those unfamiliar with the game, 
you must embark on the Oregon Trail and 
hopefully make it to Oregon City before 
winter hits. Many obstacles and misfor-
tunes await you along the way. 

So far, he has attempted the game 
maybe four times and hasn’t made it to 
Oregon yet. His party has died of rattle-
snake bites, cholera, the wagon falling on 
him and he now has my 5-year-old, Grant, 
scared to death of dysentery (which hon-
estly, isn’t that bad if you knew him).  

He finally asked me, “Good grief! Did 
anyone actually ever make it to Oregon?” 

Without even hesitating, I replied: 
“Obviously, only the strongest pioneers.” 

But isn’t that the truth if you look 
around our industry? We are all incredibly 
blessed to grow the most beautiful nurs-
ery stock in this fertile state we live in.  I 
believe that Oregon nurseries produce an 
unmatched product. But just because it 
may be easier to grow a beautiful plant 
here, does not make it easy to own a nurs-
ery in this state. 

We may not have rattlesnake bites 
and a wagon falling on us, but it feels like 
it at times when more and more legislation 
is passed that makes it harder for us to do 
what we love. It’s not easy.

In the last few years, we have had 
to deal with minimum wage increases, ag 
overtime, a new Corporate Activity Tax, 
water rights changes, and constant new 
Oregon Occupational Safety and Health 
Division (Oregon OSHA) rules just to 
name a few. 

Aside from the legislative challenges, 
we have also endured record heat waves, 
horrific wildfires, and an ice storm that 
left many of us without power for weeks. 

The cost of doing business in Oregon 
is undoubtedly higher than it is in many 
of our competing states. But I look around 
our industry, and see the MOST hard-

working, patient, and focused group of 
people that are here because they love 
what they do, and they are the best at 
doing it. 

Talk about that true Oregon pioneer-
ing spirit. I am a firm believer that you 
must love the work you do to do it well, 
and the people that make up Oregon’s 
nursery industry inspire me constantly 
with their perseverance. The people within 
this organization are what makes Oregon 
“Nursery Country.” 

As I start my year as OAN president, 
I see many goals ahead of me, but a few 
stand out today. 

I would encourage everyone to take 
part in an upcoming advocacy training. It 
is incredibly helpful to learn how to use 
your knowledge to enlighten legislatures. 
I am excited and ready to tackle some 
political challenges ahead. I promise to 
speak and represent the organization as 
a whole — and not for the betterment of 
my personal business — as I know that 
our voices are so much stronger when we 
speak as one.  

And finally, I hope to meet as many 
of you as possible and earn your respect 
and friendship over this upcoming year.  It 
is an honor to represent this group of tal-
ented growers, business owners, and indi-
viduals that share that Oregon pioneering 
spirit and make this amazing state truly 
“Nursery Country.” 


