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Columbia Nursery

29490 S, Jackson Road
Canby, OR 97013
Wayne@Columbia-Nursery.com
503-263-2623

Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.
Woodburn, OR 97071
Info@BountifulFarms.com
503-981-7494

Peoria Gardens Inc.
32355 Peoria Rd SW
Albany, OR 97321
BenV@PeoriaGardens.com
541-753-8519

Al's Garden & Home

1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
Woodburn, OR 97071
DRuef@Als-GardenCenter.com
503-981-1245

Powell's Nursery Inc.
5054 SW Boyd Rd.
Gaston, OR 97119
PowellNursery@gmail.com
503-357-0631

Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
30120 S.E. Waybill Road

Boring, OR 970009
JNelson@HansNelson.com
503-663-3348

Robinson Nursery Inc.

PO Box 100

Amity, OR 97101
Chris@RobinsonNursery.com
877-855-8733
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Simplot Turf & Horticulture
Patrick.Peterson@Simplot.com
541-214-5802

Countryside Nursery
AFarley@CountrysideNursery.com
503-678-0511

Fall Creek Farm & Nursery Inc
DaveD@FallCreekNursery.com
541-937-2973

Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
Blake@BountifulFarms.com
503-981-7494

Moana Nursery
JoeD@MoanaNursery.com
503-266-8170

J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.
SamB@JFSchmidt.com
503-663-4128

KG Farms Inc.
JSanders@KGFarmsinc.com
503-678-3245

Smith Gardens
Andrea.Avila-Aragon@
SmithGardens.com
503-678-5373

Oregon Flowers Inc.
Tyler@OregonFlowers.com
503-678-2580

Landsystems Nursery
Gary@LandsystemsNursery.com
541-382-7646

Getting in ship
shape together

My main thought as we start
March and the beginning of
shipping season, is simple —
good luck. This is what we are
all here for; to sell plants.

That’s true whether you provide
necessary items such as fertilizer, soil, or
the plants themselves. Maybe you are the
grower. Maybe you sell the containers.

Or perhaps you are the retailers that just
received their first shipment of beautiful
plant material from Oregon.

Regardless of how you fit into this
industry, we are all here together for this
moment, where we see our hard work
being sold to the end customer. Some
growers may ship year-round, but for all
of us associated with this incredible indus-
try, spring is the busiest time of the year.

I have heard my husband say many
times to our buyers, “Your success is my
success. When you have a good year, we
all have a good year.” And it’s absolutely
the truth. The retailers experience the final
“sale” of our product, but their success
means that the rest of us have done some-
thing right to get to this point. We there-
fore all succeed with them.

But man! With this time of year
comes those crazy hours. It is something I
know my crew looks forward to. My fam-
ily does also.

My kids have come to the same
understanding that I had. There will never
(and I mean, never) be a spring break
vacation trip in our future. But instead of
a “vacation,” they get to experience a lot
of excitement around the nursery during
that week off from school. They look for-
ward to it, and I am grateful to have them
home to help.

When I was young and in school, I
would hear about all the vacations my
friends would go on. I also acknowledged
and comprehended what was going on at
our nursery at that time of year, and how
crucial it was to our business. I knew the

Amanda Staehely

importance of spring then, and am truly
living it now.

As exciting as this time of the year
can be, it is undoubtedly also the most
stressful. I have heard others talk about
“how many springs” a person can realisti-
cally make it through before it gets to be
too much, or they experience burnout. I
have heard varying numbers, but let’s just
say if you have over 15 years of spring
craziness under your belt, you are a hero
in my book and deserve a gold star.

I have to be honest, though. I love it
right now. Every part of it. Without the
crazy, we would all be out of a job. So,

I am thankful for every early morning,
every late night loading trucks by tractor
headlights, and every emergency dig so we
can get more trees onto trucks. We will
see if I feel the same way a decade from
now. I sure hope so.

So, as we begin this exciting season,
remember I wish all of you the best of luck.
From the newbies who are experiencing
this for the first time, to the old timers
that have “one more spring” in them, and
everyone in between. Remember that our
success as an industry relies on each other,
and we succeed together.

And finally, to those retailers? Go sell
the heck out of our plants! ©
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