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Columbia Nursery

29490 S, Jackson Road
Canby, OR 97013
Wayne@Columbia-Nursery.com
503-263-2623

Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.
Woodburn, OR 97071
Info@BountifulFarms.com
503-981-7494

Peoria Gardens Inc.
32355 Peoria Rd SW
Albany, OR 97321
BenV@PeoriaGardens.com
541-753-8519

Al's Garden & Home

1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
Woodburn, OR 97071
DRuef@Als-GardenCenter.com
503-981-1245

Powell's Nursery Inc.
5054 SW Boyd Rd.
Gaston, OR 97119
PowellNursery@gmail.com
503-357-0631

Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
30120 S.E. Waybill Road

Boring, OR 970009
JNelson@HansNelson.com
503-663-3348

Robinson Nursery Inc.

PO Box 100

Amity, OR 97101
Chris@RobinsonNursery.com
877-855-8733

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Patrick Peterson
ASSOCIATE MEMBER

Adam Farley
CONTAINER GROWER

Dave Daniel
CONTAINER GROWER

Blake Nelson
CONTAINER GROWER

Joe Dula
FIELD / B&B GROWER

Sam Barkley
FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER

Jay Sanders
FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER

Andrea Avila Aragon
GREENHOUSE

Tyler Meskers
GREENHOUSE

Gary S. English
RETAIL

Simplot Turf & Horticulture
Patrick.Peterson@Simplot.com
541-214-5802

Countryside Nursery
AFarley@CountrysideNursery.com
503-678-0511

Fall Creek Farm & Nursery Inc
DaveD@FallCreekNursery.com
541-937-2973

Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
Blake@BountifulFarms.com
503-981-7494

Moana Nursery
JoeD@MoanaNursery.com
503-266-8170

J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.
SamB@JFSchmidt.com
503-663-4128

KG Farms Inc.
JSanders@KGFarmsinc.com
503-678-3245

Smith Gardens
Andrea.Avila-Aragon@
SmithGardens.com
503-678-5373

Oregon Flowers Inc.
Tyler@OregonFlowers.com
503-678-2580

Landsystems Nursery
Gary@LandsystemsNursery.com
541-382-7646

A little bit of
mud never hurts

I have said it many times before,
but I truly didn’t see myself
becoming a nurserywoman
when I was younger.

In fact, if I was being completely hon-
est, I see so much karma coming back and
smacking me right across the face lately.
When I was young and in school, my dad
would regularly come pick me up. I would
beg him not to bring his work truck with
the “gas boy” in the back. But, more
times than not, I would see him drive up
in that muddy truck with empty pots and
shovels in the back.

I would try to get in as fast as possible
before people saw me climbing into this
muddy mess, but it would always take a
minute for him to move the box of irrigation
equipment or other nursery paraphernalia
from the passenger seat and smack the cloth
seat to remove excess dirt before I could get in.

The truck always smelled like him ...
coffee and irrigation pipe glue. I still can smell
that smell just thinking of it ... and I love it.

The only thing that was potentially
worse than that dirty truck was if he had
to go into school to sign me out and he
was rushed enough that he didn’t change
out of his muddy boots. I vividly remem-
ber seeing the caked mud flaking off as
we walked down the hall towards the exit
and wondering how hard could it be to
just change shoes?

Well, I now know.

This past month, I was running late
to pick up my kids from school after run-
ning errands for the nursery. As we were
walking out of the school, I looked down
and saw the tracks of mud from my boots
I had made from going in a few minutes
earlier. I was already embarrassed about
the mess I was making when my 10-year-
old said, “Maybe you should leave other
shoes in the car that aren’t muddy to
change into, Mom — oh, never mind. You
brought the truck again.”

And my daughter quickly put in her
two cents: “Uggghhh, the truck always
gets my clothes and backpack all dirty.”

Amanda Staehely

Oh my gosh! I have turned into my
dad! How and when did this happen? It
really is payback for all of those years.

I now am completely appreciative
of that dirty truck that I used to ride in.
And even more grateful for my dad hav-
ing a job that allowed him the flexibility
to come pick me up in that dirty truck. I
can only imagine what he was doing on
those days prior to picking us up. He was
probably digging a last-minute plant for
shipment, or fixing a broken irrigation
pipe before he looked and saw it was time
to pick us girls up.

So yes, appreciation for this incredible
man this Father’s Day. I am so grateful
he encouraged me and has guided me as I
entered this industry. He is a constant pos-
itive reinforcer and the perfect role model
(like always). Against my will, he taught
me that a dirty truck is not the end of the
world. And neither is a collapsed shade
structure, ice damage, or just bad years.

The good will always outweigh the
bad in this industry and perseverance and
hard work will help get you through.

I only hope that my kids think I smell
as good as pipe glue and coffee.

So, June is to celebrate all of you
fathers and father figures. For all of the
fathers involved in any capacity within
this industry, I hope you are celebrated
and honored this Father’s Day as much as
I plan to celebrate mine.
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