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  Canby, OR 97013
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  503-263-2623

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 PAST-PRESIDENT 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  Info@BountifulFarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 32355 Peoria Rd SW
  Albany, OR 97321
  BenV@PeoriaGardens.com  
  541-753-8519

 Darcy Ruef Al's Garden & Home
 VICE PRESIDENT 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
  Woodburn, OR 97071
  DRuef@Als-GardenCenter.com 
  503-981-1245

 Patrick Newton Powell's Nursery Inc.
 TREASURER 5054 SW Boyd Rd.

  Gaston, OR 97119
  PowellNursery@gmail.com  
  503-357-0631

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 SECRETARY 30120 S.E. Waybill Road
  Boring, OR 970009
  JNelson@HansNelson.com  
  503-663-3348

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 MEMBER-AT-LARGE PO Box 100
  Amity, OR 97101 
  Chris@RobinsonNursery.com  
  877-855-8733
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 Patrick Peterson Simplot Turf & Horticulture  
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  Patrick.Peterson@Simplot.com 
  541-214-5802 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER AFarley@CountrysideNursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Dave Daniel Fall Creek Farm & Nursery Inc
 CONTAINER GROWER DaveD@FallCreekNursery.com 
  541-937-2973

 Blake Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 CONTAINER GROWER Blake@BountifulFarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Joe Dula Moana Nursery
 FIELD / B&B GROWER JoeD@MoanaNursery.com  
  503-266-8170

 Sam Barkley J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.  
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  SamB@JFSchmidt.com  
  503-663-4128

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER JSanders@KGFarmsInc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Andrea Avila Aragon Smith Gardens
 GREENHOUSE  Andrea.Avila-Aragon@  
  SmithGardens.com  
  503-678-5373

 Tyler Meskers Oregon Flowers Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  Tyler@OregonFlowers.com  
  503-678-2580

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL Gary@LandsystemsNursery.com 
  541-382-7646
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Making progress 
towards sustainability
When I first saw that this 
month’s issue of Digger was 
focused on sustainability, I was 
apprehensive. 

I reactively thought about how my 
small nursery hasn’t reached a scale that 
would let us focus on sustainability.

I thought about what larger nurser-
ies are doing, such as Robinson Nursery. 
They have stopped shipping 600,000+ 
pounds of plastic because of their new 
root bag systems. They have also run stud-
ies showing how much carbon sequestra-
tion their nursery has managed to achieve. 
The results are beyond incredible!

Meanwhile, Woodburn Nursery & 
Azaleas has set up a “bug lab,” where they 
have reduced their spray use by breeding and 
introducing beneficial bugs into their nursery. 
As grossed out as I was walking through the 
breeding lab, you can’t help but be impressed.

I see the monumental changes some 
nurseries are making, and feel over-
whelmed. How can I make a difference 
like that?

But then I read a recent article from 
Nursery Management where they quoted Anna 
Ball at the Global Garden Retail Conference. 
She said, “Plants are probably the only product 
sold that are completely sustainable.” 

That one quote quickly changed my 
way of thinking. I realized that my small 
operation was already working on sustain-
ability. We’re doing small things, but they 
add up. For example, we’re reclaiming 
water from our can yard through drain 
lines and using it for field irrigation, and 
we’re switching from overhead water to 
drip, lowering the amount of water used. 

Frankly, our entire industry is mind-
ful of good practices such as this. Nursery 
owners are some of the best stewards of 
land that I have ever seen. Our products 
don’t just sequester carbon, they continue 
to do so for the entirety of their lives!

We also are masters of reusing by-
products of other agricultural commodi-
ties. Think of the timber industry. They 
used to burn their timber by-products, 
but now we utilize those for soil and bark 
needs.

But it doesn’t end here. Honestly, 

we should be leading the entire sustain-
ability narrative, but other industries 
have jumped in and taken that marketing 
opportunity before we even ever saw the 
real value in marketing it ourselves. We 
now need to do some catch up in that 
regard. What could that look like? It will 
be an interesting adventure for sure.

Aside from the obvious connection 
between sustainability and our environmen-
tal concerns, there’s also the idea of keep-
ing the nursery industry and (even more so) 
Oregon nurseries vital to the end consumer.

Every nursery, big or small, must deal with 
changing growing practices, product diversity, 
and marketing strategies to remain relevant.

I should close by mentioning that keep-
ing our own personal businesses sustainable 
also matters. Being able to keep a business 
not only profitable, but making the “juice 
worth the squeeze” in the words of the great 
Jeff Stone, is a huge conversation for many.

My kids are young enough that we 
have not had to seriously look at this issue 
yet, but I have already had it in the back 
of my mind. We now make business deci-
sions based on how it would potentially 
affect the future of our nursery and if it is 
sustainable for future generations.

I guess we do more than I thought in 
this arena. I can proudly hold my head up 
with those other great leaders … maybe 
not quite as high yet, but we all are true 
leaders in conservation and sustainability 
and should all be proud with the work we 
are doing together.




