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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Farwest has value now, 
and for future generations

Amanda Staehely 

I believe many of us who 

were lucky enough to grow 

up within this industry have 

a few special memories or 

events that stand out to them. 

For me, and I am sure many others, 
the Farwest Show is almost nostalgic for 
that reason. 

Getting to work in the Simnitt 
Nursery booth was a highlight for me 
every year. It was an absolute privilege 
to be able to go to Portland, work in the 
booth and meet my parents’ friends, and 
then go out to dinner. My sisters and 
I would fight over who got to go each 
day. It was a big business event for our 
nursery. New and old buyers would place 
orders for the following year and potential 
customers would come out and tour. 

How well the Farwest Show was 
attended had a direct correlation to how 
the following spring would be. But it also 
always amazed me how it took a trade 
show in Portland to get all of these friends 
together. People who lived even within 
a close proximity to us, we wouldn’t see 
until August every year. I can still tell 
you where Jay Sanders’ booth was. Or 
remember Dale Parra coming and teasing 
us girls with Bill Peters and John Dillon 
laughing about something at the end of 
the aisle. My dad would also take a few 
breaks from the booth to talk with Kristin 
VanHoose about some important OAN 
thing and I would sit there impatiently 
waiting because I wanted to keep walking 
around and getting candy. 

I was talking with my husband a few 
years ago about the Farwest Show and 
how I would pass out these small vials 
with a cut daphne in them to people walk-
ing by the booth. To both of our shock, he 
had actually attended the Farwest Show 
as a child and remembered the daphne 
vials. I like to think that it must have been 
me and not one of my sisters that gave it 
to him and it was fate from that moment 
on, but who knows. The most important 
thing I got from that story was realizing 
that a child came to the show because of 

his interest and love for plants. He did not 
have a family involved in the nursery busi-
ness. He simply wanted to see what this 
industry was all about and learn more. 

This is the Farwest Show. It is a place 
where business happens, friends can come 
together, and future generations within 
the industry make memories. I know a lot 
of people feel the show has changed too 
much and may not feel the same value 
in it that it once had. I understand that 
completely and have had a front row to 
witness the changes all trade shows are 
facing, but especially Farwest.

 I personally had to take a look at the 
show and decide if my wanting to exhibit 
and/or attend was only for nostalgic rea-
sons, and it clearly was not. It is different 
than it was, but is every bit as special 
for my kids and an asset for our busi-
ness. I have not had even one year where 
I haven’t done some meaningful business 
because of the Farwest Show. 

Every business needs to make their 
own personal decisions that are right for 
them, but for us, I cannot put a value on 
a new customer. Or seeing our friends 
within the industry, for that matter. 

I implore you, if you have chosen not 
to exhibit this year, please still come by the 
show and say hello. I know I am not alone 
when I say I want to see you, I want to meet 
new faces, and I want to continue this tradi-
tion for my kids and future generations of 
nursery owners and professionals. 

2023–2024 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 PRESIDENT 29490 S, Jackson Road
  Canby, OR 97013
  Wayne@Columbia-Nursery.com 
  503-263-2623

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 PAST-PRESIDENT 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  Info@BountifulFarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 32355 Peoria Rd SW
  Albany, OR 97321
  BenV@PeoriaGardens.com  
  541-753-8519

 Darcy Ruef Al's Garden & Home
 VICE PRESIDENT 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
  Woodburn, OR 97071
  DRuef@Als-GardenCenter.com 
  503-981-1245

 Patrick Newton Powell's Nursery Inc.
 TREASURER 5054 SW Boyd Rd.

  Gaston, OR 97119
  PowellNursery@gmail.com  
  503-357-0631

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 SECRETARY 30120 S.E. Waybill Road
  Boring, OR 970009
  JNelson@HansNelson.com  
  503-663-3348

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 MEMBER-AT-LARGE PO Box 100
  Amity, OR 97101 
  Chris@RobinsonNursery.com  
  877-855-8733

  __________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 Patrick Peterson Simplot Turf & Horticulture  
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  Patrick.Peterson@Simplot.com 
  541-214-5802 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER AFarley@CountrysideNursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Dave Daniel Fall Creek Farm & Nursery Inc
 CONTAINER GROWER DaveD@FallCreekNursery.com 
  541-937-2973

 Blake Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 CONTAINER GROWER Blake@BountifulFarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Joe Dula Moana Nursery
 FIELD / B&B GROWER JoeD@MoanaNursery.com  
  503-266-8170

 Sam Barkley J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.  
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  SamB@JFSchmidt.com  
  503-663-4128

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER JSanders@KGFarmsInc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Andrea Avila Aragon Smith Gardens
 GREENHOUSE  Andrea.Avila-Aragon@  
  SmithGardens.com  
  503-678-5373

 Tyler Meskers Oregon Flowers Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  Tyler@OregonFlowers.com  
  503-678-2580

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL Gary@LandsystemsNursery.com 
  541-382-7646


