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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Amanda Staehely Columbia Nursery
 PRESIDENT 29490 S, Jackson Road
  Canby, OR 97013
  Wayne@Columbia-Nursery.com 
  503-263-2623

 Todd Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 PAST-PRESIDENT 17280 Boones Ferry Rd. N.E.

  Woodburn, OR 97071
  Info@BountifulFarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Ben Verhoeven Peoria Gardens Inc.
 PRESIDENT-ELECT 32355 Peoria Rd SW
  Albany, OR 97321
  BenV@PeoriaGardens.com  
  541-753-8519

 Darcy Ruef Al's Garden & Home
 VICE PRESIDENT 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
  Woodburn, OR 97071
  DRuef@Als-GardenCenter.com 
  503-981-1245

 Patrick Newton Powell's Nursery Inc.
 TREASURER 5054 SW Boyd Rd.

  Gaston, OR 97119
  PowellNursery@gmail.com  
  503-357-0631

 Jesse Nelson Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
 SECRETARY 30120 S.E. Waybill Road
  Boring, OR 970009
  JNelson@HansNelson.com  
  503-663-3348

 Chris Robinson Robinson Nursery Inc.
 MEMBER-AT-LARGE PO Box 100
  Amity, OR 97101 
  Chris@RobinsonNursery.com  
  877-855-8733

  __________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 Patrick Peterson Simplot Turf & Horticulture  
 ASSOCIATE MEMBER  Patrick.Peterson@Simplot.com 
  541-214-5802 

 Adam Farley Countryside Nursery
 CONTAINER GROWER AFarley@CountrysideNursery.com
  503-678-0511

 Dave Daniel Fall Creek Farm & Nursery Inc
 CONTAINER GROWER DaveD@FallCreekNursery.com 
  541-937-2973

 Blake Nelson Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
 CONTAINER GROWER Blake@BountifulFarms.com  
  503-981-7494

 Joe Dula Moana Nursery
 FIELD / B&B GROWER JoeD@MoanaNursery.com  
  503-266-8170

 Sam Barkley J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.  
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER  SamB@JFSchmidt.com  
  503-663-4128

 Jay Sanders KG Farms Inc.
 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER JSanders@KGFarmsInc.com  
  503-678-3245

 Andrea Avila Aragon Smith Gardens
 GREENHOUSE  Andrea.Avila-Aragon@  
  SmithGardens.com  
  503-678-5373

 Tyler Meskers Oregon Flowers Inc.
 GREENHOUSE  Tyler@OregonFlowers.com  
  503-678-2580

 Gary S. English Landsystems Nursery
 RETAIL Gary@LandsystemsNursery.com 
  541-382-7646

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Excited for a new  
season and a new year

Amanda Staehely 

Fall is almost here, and I can 

feel the change happening. 

To me it is always the most 

obvious that seasonal change is 

upon us first thing every day. 

There is nothing like that cool, 

crisp morning with a beautiful 

sunrise and a light layer of fog 

covering the ground. 

I thoroughly welcome that change 
every year. No more daily watering, 
checking the heat index, or, for me, com-
ing up with something to entertain my 
kids for the day. 

School is back in session! I truly love 
having them home all summer, but we 
are all ready for the routine to start again 
when September comes. 

Perhaps it is because of the ages of 
my kids right now, but September still 
feels like the beginning of a new year for 
me in many ways. 

We are planting our new fields, 
accepting fall and spring orders for the 
next season, and gearing up for winter. 
It is definitely a new chapter for us every 
year at this time. 

I also get a moment to reflect on the 
end of summer and especially the Farwest 
Show. I felt like the Farwest Show had 
great enthusiasm and I loved seeing new 
and old friends throughout the three days. 
I felt so encouraged and excited seeing 
new nurseries exhibit for their first time 
as well. It is a testament to our thriving 
industry, and I love to see that. 

I was able to sneak away from our 
booth and walk the show a little bit and 
was amazed with how the plant material 
all looked. Truly! Top notch! I am always 
so impressed with the plant material, but 
everything seemed to look even that much 
lusher and more beautiful this year. If you 
were a plant exhibitor at the show, kudos 
to you and I am proud and humbled to 
exhibit next to you. 

My oldest son, Luke, has spent the 

last couple years gaining more and more 
knowledge and information on drone 
sprayers. I am more than confident that 
if they needed a new sales rep, he would 
absolutely be able to do it at the age of 
11. It is all we hear about the week of the 
show. He is absolutely convinced that we 
need it and that it will solve any issue we 
could ever have in regard to our nursery 
operation here at Columbia Nursery. 

This year, we apparently need at least 
several other “cool” machines, robots, 
drones, remote control mowers, etc. after 
talking with him. It is incredible to see how 
many new innovations in agriculture (and 
even nursery in particular) are available 
right now. And they just keep coming! 

Innovation and mechanization are 
here for the nursery industry and is only 
improving year after year. It’s a train I am 
excited to get on, but I still need to figure 
out “what” and “how” for us personally. 

I will say, I truly feel reinvigorated 
and ready for the “new year” and the fall 
season ahead. It makes me excited to see all 
the beautiful plant material, new machin-
ery, suppliers, and especially my friends. It 
is a great time to be in the nursery industry 
and I don’t take that for granted. 

I feel ready to get these fields planted 
and then welcome the inevitable rain and 
cooler weather that’s around our corner. 


