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Peoria Gardens Inc.
32355 Peoria Road S.W.
Albany, OR 97321
BenV@PeoriaGardens.com
541-753-8519

Columbia Nursery

29490 S. Jackson Road
Canby, OR 97013
Wayne@Columbia-Nursery.com
503-263-2623

Powell's Nursery Inc.
5054 S.W. Boyd Road
Gaston, OR 97119
PowellNursery@gmail.com
503-357-0631

Al's Garden & Home

1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
Woodburn, OR 97071
DRuef@Als-GardenCenter.com
503-981-1245

Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
31020 S.E. Waybill Road

Boring, OR 97009
JNelson@HansNelson.com
503-663-3348

Robinson Nursery Inc.

PO Box 100

Amity, OR 97101
Chris@RobinsonNursery.com
877-855-8733

Oregon Flowers Inc.

PO Box 311

Aurora, OR 97002
Tyler@OregonFlowers.com
503-678-2580
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Patrick Peterson
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Sam Pohlschneider
CONTAINER GROWER
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CONTAINER GROWER

Blake Nelson
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Noah Fessler
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Gary S. English
RETAIL

Simplot Turf & Horticulture
Patrick.Peterson@Simplot.com
541-214-5802

Pohlschneider Nursery
Sam@PohlschneiderNursery.com
503-969-1310

Fall Creek Farm & Nursery Inc
DaveD@FallCreekNursery.com
541-937-2973

Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
Blake@BountifulFarms.com
503-981-7494

Patterson Nursery Sales
Jason@PattersonNurserySales.com
503-668-6000

J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.
SamB@JFSchmidt.com
503-663-4128

John Holmlund Nursery
VladimirL@JHNsy.com
503-663-6650

Smith Gardens
Andrea.Avila-Aragon@
SmithGardens.com
503-678-5373

Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
NoahF@WoodburnNursery.com
503-634-2231

Landsystems Nursery
Gary@LandsystemsNursery.com
541-382-7646

A matter of trust

In the fertile heart of the
Willamette Valley, the
Northwest Willamette
Research and Extension
Center (NWREC) is quietly

undergoing a transformation.

For those unfamiliar, NWREC is a
160-acre agricultural research facility oper-
ated by Oregon State University, serving
as a hub for scientific inquiry and practical
innovation. But what makes this place truly
special isn’t just the research — it’s the spir-
it of cooperation that drives it forward.

During a recent visit, I had the opportu-
nity to speak with Shawn Donkin, associate
dean of research at Oregon State University,
and Lloyd Nackley, associate professor and
researcher at NWREC. The focus of our
discussion wasn’t just the cutting-edge experi-
ments being conducted on site, but the rela-
tionships and trust that make them possible.

“We have to cooperate with other
extension sites and universities,” Nackley
emphasized. “That keeps us relevant so
we’re not just in a vacuum.”

That sentiment — avoiding silos
and working together — was echoed
throughout our conversation. At a time
when funding is tight and research is more
specialized than ever, collaboration is the
key to success. NWREC is part of a larger
network of research and extension centers
that rely on each other to share findings,
test new ideas, and amplify impact.

The breadth of research happening at
NWREC is impressive. Nackley and his
team are deeply involved in the IR-4 pesti-
cide program for specialty crops, ensuring
that growers have access to effective and
safe pest management solutions. They’re
also exploring agrivoltaics — the co-location
of solar panels and crops — an emerging
field that could help farmers generate energy
while maintaining agricultural production.

Nursery and greenhouse crop
research remains a core focus as well, with
experiments aimed at improving sustain-
ability and labor efficiency.

Sustainability is a pressing issue,
and NWREC researchers are working
on innovative solutions for water usage.
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From left: OSU Associate Dean of Research
Shawn Donkin, OAN President Ben Verhoeven
and OSU Associate Professor and researcher
Lloyd Nackley. pHOTO BY DALILA RENDON

Their studies focus on recharging aqui-
fers, determining which pots use the least
water, and developing precise irrigation
techniques that deliver the right amount
of water to each plant only when needed.
These efforts are critical as growers face
increasing pressure to manage water
resources efficiently in a changing climate.

But what really stood out during my visit
was the dual role that many researchers play.
“A lot of our faculty are research and exten-
sion in the same person,” Donkin noted.

That’s important if you want to both
increase knowledge and share it.

This blend of academic rigor and
real-world application is what makes
NWREC invaluable. It’s not just about
advancing science; it’s about ensuring
that research leads to tangible benefits
for farmers, businesses, and the broader
agricultural community. And that only
happens through trust — trust between
researchers and growers, between institu-
tions and industries, and between col-
leagues working toward a common goal.

Donkin put it succinctly: “Break
down the ivory tower. Interact with peo-
ple and connect.” To that end, NWREC
hosts 3,000 visitors a year. I was one. I
encourage you to visit too.

As NWREC continues to evolve, its
role as a center for cooperation and inno-
vation will only grow stronger. Science
doesn’t happen in isolation, and thanks
to the dedication of people like Nackley,
Donkin, and their teams, the knowledge
cultivated here will continue to shape
the future of agriculture — not just in
Oregon, but far beyond. ©
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