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Powell's Nursery Inc.
5054 S.W. Boyd Road
Gaston, OR 97119
PowellNursery@gmail.com
503-357-0631

Peoria Gardens Inc.
32355 Peoria Road S.W.
Albany, OR 97321
BenV@PeoriaGardens.com
541-753-8519

Al's Garden & Home

1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
Woodburn, OR 97071
DRuef@Als-GardenCenter.com
503-981-1245

Robinson Nursery Inc.

PO Box 100

Amity, OR 97101
Chris@RobinsonNursery.com
877-855-8733

Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
31020 S.E. Waybill Road

Boring, OR 97009
JNelson@HansNelson.com
503-663-3348

Oregon Flowers Inc.

PO Box 311

Aurora, OR 97002
Tyler@OregonFlowers.com
503-678-2580

Smith Gardens

23150 Boones Ferry Road N.E.
Aurora, OR 97002-9461
Andrea.Avila-Aragon@
SmithGardens.com
503-678-5373

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Patrick Peterson
ASSOCIATE MEMBER

Greg Elwell
CONTAINER GROWER

Blake Nelson
CONTAINER GROWER

Sam Pohlschneider
CONTAINER GROWER

Jason Burns
FIELD / B&B GROWER

Sam Barkley
FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER

Vladimir Lomen
FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER

Noah Fessler
GREENHOUSE

Jonathan Jasinski
GREENHOUSE

Barb Iverson
RETAIL

Simplot Turf & Horticulture
Patrick.Peterson@Simplot.com
541-214-5802

Iseli Nursery
GElwell@lseliNursery.com
503-663-3822

Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
Blake@BountifulFarms.com
503-981-7494

Pohlschneider Nursery
Sam@PohlschneiderNursery.com
503-969-1310

Patterson Nursery Sales
Jason@PattersonNurserySales.com
503-668-6000

J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.
SamB@JFSchmidt.com
503-663-4128

John Holmlund Nursery
VladimirL@JHNsy.com
503-663-6650

Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
NoahF@WoodburnNursery.com
503-634-2231

Microplant Nurseries Inc.
Jonathan@MicroplantNurseries.com
503-792-3696

Wooden Shoe Tulip Farm
Barb@WoodenShoe.com
503-932-5817

A non-traditional path
to the nursery business

My name is Patrick Newton,
and my path into agriculture
was anything but traditional.

I did not grow up in a farming fami-
ly. My father, Mike, worked as a fleet and
lease manager, while my mother, JoEllen,
created and sold handmade jewelry.
Alongside my two brothers, I learned the
value of hard work and personal responsi-
bility through their example.

After graduating from high school, T
enrolled in community college while try-
ing to determine the right direction for
my future. During that time, I explored a
variety of jobs — working in restaurants,
spending time at an HVAC company, and
even selling cars, among other roles. While
each of these experiences taught me valu-
able lessons, none felt like the right long-
term fit.

That changed when I began working
for a landscape company. It was there that
I discovered how much I enjoyed being
outdoors, working with my hands, and
seeing the tangible results of a day’s effort.

For the first time, work felt intuitive
and rewarding. That realization set me on
a path toward horticulture and, ultimately,
a fulfilling career in the nursery industry.

In 2001, I joined Powell’s Nursery, a
wholesale operation specializing in grafted
woody ornamentals for ball-and-burlap
and container growers. Although I had no
prior experience in the field, I embraced
the challenge. Grafting demands patience,
precision, and attention to detail—qualities
I quickly came to value. More importantly,
I found great satisfaction in knowing
the plants we cultivated would one day
enhance landscapes across the country.

Over the years, Powell’s Nursery
became more than just a job. I immersed
myself in all aspects of the operation —
from the grafting bench and potting shed
to learning the business and management
side. It became a place of growth not only
for the plants we produce, but also for me
personally and professionally.

In 2017, after many years of dedi-
cation, I was given the opportunity to

Patrick Newton

purchase Powell’s Nursery. While it was a
significant decision, it felt like the natural
next step. Today, I am proud to own and
lead the company.

I didn’t inherit a family business, nor
did I follow a straight path into agriculture.
My journey included trial and error, explo-
ration, and persistence. That nontraditional
path has given me a deeper appreciation
for the work I now do and the industry I
am proud to be part of. Building something
lasting, contributing to Oregon’s nursery
community, and leading a team with a
shared commitment to excellence has been
both fulfilling and inspiring.

In 2010, I became more involved in the
Oregon Association of Nurseries (OAN),
attending chapter meetings and holiday
events to connect with fellow growers.
Around 2012, T joined the Farwest Show
Committee and have proudly served on it
ever since, including four years as commit-
tee chair. In 2021, I was honored to join the
OAN Executive Committee, and today, I
serve as your OAN President.

As president, I look forward to touring
member nurseries alongside our executive
director, Jeff Stone, to better understand
your challenges and priorities. I am com-
mitted to enhancing transparency within
the organization and taking a thoughtful
look at the future of the Farwest Show. I'm
excited to serve you and our industry in the

year ahead. ©
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