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2025–2026 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

	 Patrick Newton	 Powell's Nursery Inc.
	 PRESIDENT	 5054 S.W. Boyd Road

		  Gaston, OR 97119
		  PowellNursery@gmail.com		
		  503-357-0631

	 Ben Verhoeven	 Peoria Gardens Inc.
	 PAST-PRESIDENT	 32355 Peoria Road S.W.
		  Albany, OR 97321
		  BenV@PeoriaGardens.com		
		  541-753-8519

	 Darcy Ruef	 Al's Garden & Home
	 PRESIDENT-ELECT	 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
		  Woodburn, OR 97071
		  DRuef@Als-GardenCenter.com	
		  503-981-1245

	 Chris Robinson	 Robinson Nursery Inc.
	 VICE PRESIDENT	 PO Box 100
		  Amity, OR 97101 
		  Chris@RobinsonNursery.com 	
		  877-855-8733

	 Jesse Nelson	 Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
	 TREASURER	 31020 S.E. Waybill Road
		  Boring, OR 97009
		  JNelson@HansNelson.com		
		  503-663-3348

	 Tyler Meskers	 Oregon Flowers Inc.
	 SECRETARY	 PO Box 311
		  Aurora, OR 97002 
		  Tyler@OregonFlowers.com 
		  503-678-2580

	 Andrea Avila-Aragon	 Smith Gardens
	 MEMBER AT LARGE 	 23150 Boones Ferry Road. N.E., 	
		  Aurora, OR 97002-9461
		  Andrea.Avila-Aragon@		
		  SmithGardens.com	  
		  503-678-5373

	  __________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
	 Patrick Peterson	 Simplot Turf & Horticulture  
	 ASSOCIATE MEMBER 	 Patrick.Peterson@Simplot.com	
		  541-214-5802	

	 Greg Elwell	 Iseli Nursery
	 CONTAINER GROWER	 GElwell@IseliNursery.com
		  503-663-3822

	 Blake Nelson	 Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
	 CONTAINER GROWER	 Blake@BountifulFarms.com		
		  503-981-7494

	 Sam Pohlschneider	 Pohlschneider Nursery
	 CONTAINER GROWER	 Sam@PohlschneiderNursery.com
		  503-969-1310

	 Jason Burns	 Patterson Nursery Sales
   	 FIELD / B&B GROWER	 Jason@PattersonNurserySales.com	
		  503-668-6000

	 Sam Barkley	 J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.		
	 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER 	 SamB@JFSchmidt.com		
		  503-663-4128

	 Vladimir Lomen	 John Holmlund Nursery
	 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER	 VladimirL@JHNsy.com		
		  503-663-6650

	 Noah Fessler	 Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
	 GREENHOUSE 	 NoahF@WoodburnNursery.com	
		  503-634-2231

	 Jonathan Jasinski	 Microplant Nurseries Inc.
	 GREENHOUSE 	 Jonathan@MicroplantNurseries.com 
		  503-792-3696

	 Barb Iverson	 Wooden Shoe Tulip Farm
	 RETAIL	 Iverson@MonitorCoop.com		
		  503-634-2243

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Christmas, reflection, 
and the people  
who really matter

Patrick Newton

As Christmas rolls around, I 
find it’s a good time to slow 
down and take stock. Not just 
of what’s going on around the 
nursery and with our crew, 
but also of my own family 
and personal life. 

Things seem to be changing faster 
than ever these days. If you don’t hit the 
brakes once in a while and look around, 
you might wake up wondering where you 
are, how you got there, and if you even 
enjoyed the ride.

Like Ferris Bueller said, “Life moves 
pretty fast. If you don’t stop and look 
around once in a while, you could miss it.”

This holiday season, let’s do just that: 
stop and look around. Look at your busi-
ness. How’s your crew doing? How are 
their families holding up? Are there issues 
you’ve been putting off dealing with? How 
are things with your vendors and custom-
ers — any fences that need mending?  

Then look at your family. Are you 
happy? How are your spouse, kids, sib-
lings, and parents doing? Are there small 
things you could do, or words you could 
say to make the home front better?

I was lucky to grow up in a loving 
family. Sure, we had our share of argu-
ments and full-blown fights, just like 
everyone else. But the holidays always had 
a way of pulling us back together. It was 
a time to put differences aside and spend 
some real quality time together. 

That feeling — coming back together 
and reconnecting — is something I’ve tried 
to carry forward in my own life.

These days, I’m fortunate to have two 
families: my family at home and my fam-
ily here at the nursery. It’s important to 
me that my employees, vendors, and cus-
tomers all feel like part of that family. We 
work hard all year, and we make sure to 
take time to enjoy each other’s company 

too. Through the summer months, we fire 
up the grill for carne asada BBQs, and a 
couple times a year, we let the crew pick 
a restaurant and we all go out together. 
Those moments mean a lot; they remind 
us that work isn’t just about production. 
It’s about people.

At Powell’s Nursery, we also host 
an annual Christmas party for our crew 
and their families. It’s one of my favorite 
nights of the year. I get to do something 
for them that’s not about work, it’s about 
saying “thank you.” 

And it’s not just the employees who 
need to hear it. Their families deserve it, 
too. Our team spends a big part of their 
lives at work, and their families make 
sacrifices so they can do that. They should 
know they’re appreciated as well.

My wish this holiday season is 
simple: take time to appreciate your 
people at home, at work, and everywhere 
in between. Because it’s those relation-
ships — the roots we put down and the 
people we nurture — that make life, and 
Christmas, truly special.

And like Ferris said, “Life moves pret-
ty fast. If you don’t stop and look around 
once in a while, you could miss it.”




