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	 Patrick Newton	 Powell's Nursery Inc.
	 PRESIDENT	 5054 S.W. Boyd Road

		  Gaston, OR 97119
		  PowellNursery@gmail.com		
		  503-357-0631

	 Ben Verhoeven	 Peoria Gardens Inc.
	 PAST-PRESIDENT	 32355 Peoria Road S.W.
		  Albany, OR 97321
		  BenV@PeoriaGardens.com		
		  541-753-8519

	 Darcy Ruef	 Al's Garden & Home
	 PRESIDENT-ELECT	 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
		  Woodburn, OR 97071
		  DRuef@Als-GardenCenter.com	
		  503-981-1245

	 Chris Robinson	 Robinson Nursery Inc.
	 VICE PRESIDENT	 PO Box 100
		  Amity, OR 97101 
		  Chris@RobinsonNursery.com 	
		  877-855-8733

	 Jesse Nelson	 Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
	 TREASURER	 31020 S.E. Waybill Road
		  Boring, OR 97009
		  JNelson@HansNelson.com		
		  503-663-3348

	 Tyler Meskers	 Oregon Flowers Inc.
	 SECRETARY	 PO Box 311
		  Aurora, OR 97002 
		  Tyler@OregonFlowers.com 
		  503-678-2580

	 Andrea Avila-Aragon	 Smith Gardens
	 MEMBER AT LARGE 	 23150 Boones Ferry Road. N.E., 	
		  Aurora, OR 97002-9461
		  Andrea.Avila-Aragon@		
		  SmithGardens.com	  
		  503-678-5373

	  __________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
	 Patrick Peterson	 Simplot Turf & Horticulture  
	 ASSOCIATE MEMBER 	 Patrick.Peterson@Simplot.com	
		  541-214-5802	

	 Greg Elwell	 Iseli Nursery
	 CONTAINER GROWER	 GElwell@IseliNursery.com
		  503-663-3822

	 Blake Nelson	 Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
	 CONTAINER GROWER	 Blake@BountifulFarms.com		
		  503-981-7494

	 Sam Pohlschneider	 Pohlschneider Nursery
	 CONTAINER GROWER	 Sam@PohlschneiderNursery.com
		  503-969-1310

	 Jason Burns	 Patterson Nursery Sales
   	 FIELD / B&B GROWER	 Jason@PattersonNurserySales.com	
		  503-668-6000

	 Sam Barkley	 J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.		
	 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER 	 SamB@JFSchmidt.com		
		  503-663-4128

	 Vladimir Lomen	 Sester Farms
	 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER	 Vladimir@SesterFarms.com		
		  503-663-4844

	 Noah Fessler	 Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
	 GREENHOUSE 	 NoahF@WoodburnNursery.com	
		  503-634-2231

	 Jonathan Jasinski	 Microplant Nurseries Inc.
	 GREENHOUSE 	 Jonathan@MicroplantNurseries.com 
		  503-792-3696

	 Barb Iverson	 Wooden Shoe Tulip Farm
	 RETAIL	 Iverson@MonitorCoop.com		
		  503-634-2243

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

The ‘little things’ 
are the foundation

Patrick Newton

Mother’s Day always sneaks 
up on me a little. Not because I 
forget it’s coming, but because 
it makes me stop and think in 
a way most days don’t. 

My mind drifts toward where I came 
from and who helped shape me. 

For me, that always comes back to 
my mom.

I’ve been lucky. My mom didn’t just 
raise us boys — she was present in all 
the ways that mattered. She showed up. 
She volunteered in our classrooms, not 
because she had extra time to burn, but 
because she wanted to be part of our lives 
in a real, hands-on way. 

When you are a kid, you do not fully 
grasp that. You might even roll your eyes 
once or twice. But looking back, it meant 
everything. It told us we were worth her time, 
and that what we were doing mattered.

One of the things that stands out, the 
older I get, is how she talked about my 
dad. She made a point of telling my broth-
ers and me, over and over, what a great 
husband and father he was. She didn’t 
assume we’d just figure it out. She said it 
out loud. 

That shaped us more than we prob-
ably realized at the time. It set a standard. 
It gave us something to measure against, 
something to aim for in our own lives. 
As a husband and a father myself, I find 
myself coming back to that example.

She was also our biggest supporter. No 
matter what we were chasing or where we 
thought we were headed, she encouraged us 
to go for it. Not in a loud or over the top 
way, but in a steady, consistent way that 
built confidence over time. She believed in 
us before we believed in ourselves. 

That sticks with me. It carries into 
adulthood — into the decisions I make 
and the chances I’m willing to take.

And then there’s her personality — 
the part that you cannot miss. My mom 
has never been one to sit quietly in the 
corner. She is the one cracking the dirty 

jokes, usually at just the right moment to 
catch people off guard. And I have always 
loved that about her. No matter where we 
are, I have never hesitated to point and 
say, “Yeah, that’s my mom.” 

There is a lot to be said for some-
one who is completely comfortable being 
themselves. It makes the people around 
them more comfortable too. Usually, .

As I’ve gotten older, I’ve started 
to realize that the little things she did, 
weren’t little at all. They were the foun-
dation. Showing up. Speaking positively 
about the people she loved. Encouraging 
us to take chances. Being real and genuine 
in every setting. Those things add up over 
time, and they stick.

Mother’s Day isn’t complicated. It’s 
just a chance to recognize someone who’s 
been in your corner from the very begin-
ning. Someone who put in the time, the 
energy, and the love without asking for 
much in return. 

If you’re lucky enough to still have 
your mom around, take a minute and 
tell her what she means to you. Chances 
are, she’s been showing you your whole 
life. This is just your opportunity to say it 
back. Happy Mother’s Day! 


