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	 Patrick Newton	 Powell's Nursery Inc.
	 PRESIDENT	 5054 S.W. Boyd Road

		  Gaston, OR 97119
		  PowellNursery@gmail.com		
		  503-357-0631

	 Ben Verhoeven	 Peoria Gardens Inc.
	 PAST-PRESIDENT	 32355 Peoria Road S.W.
		  Albany, OR 97321
		  BenV@PeoriaGardens.com		
		  541-753-8519

	 Darcy Ruef	 Al's Garden & Home
	 PRESIDENT-ELECT	 1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
		  Woodburn, OR 97071
		  DRuef@Als-GardenCenter.com	
		  503-981-1245

	 Chris Robinson	 Robinson Nursery Inc.
	 VICE PRESIDENT	 PO Box 100
		  Amity, OR 97101 
		  Chris@RobinsonNursery.com 	
		  877-855-8733

	 Jesse Nelson	 Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
	 TREASURER	 31020 S.E. Waybill Road
		  Boring, OR 97009
		  JNelson@HansNelson.com		
		  503-663-3348

	 Tyler Meskers	 Oregon Flowers Inc.
	 SECRETARY	 PO Box 311
		  Aurora, OR 97002 
		  Tyler@OregonFlowers.com 
		  503-678-2580

	 Andrea Avila-Aragon	 Smith Gardens
	 MEMBER AT LARGE 	 23150 Boones Ferry Road. N.E., 	
		  Aurora, OR 97002-9461
		  Andrea.Avila-Aragon@		
		  SmithGardens.com	  
		  503-678-5373

	  __________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
	 Patrick Peterson	 Simplot Turf & Horticulture  
	 ASSOCIATE MEMBER 	 Patrick.Peterson@Simplot.com	
		  541-214-5802	

	 Greg Elwell	 Iseli Nursery
	 CONTAINER GROWER	 GElwell@IseliNursery.com
		  503-663-3822

	 Blake Nelson	 Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
	 CONTAINER GROWER	 Blake@BountifulFarms.com		
		  503-981-7494

	 Sam Pohlschneider	 Pohlschneider Nursery
	 CONTAINER GROWER	 Sam@PohlschneiderNursery.com
		  503-969-1310

	 Jason Burns	 Patterson Nursery Sales
   	 FIELD / B&B GROWER	 Jason@PattersonNurserySales.com	
		  503-668-6000

	 Sam Barkley	 J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.		
	 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER 	 SamB@JFSchmidt.com		
		  503-663-4128

	 Vladimir Lomen	 Sester Farms
	 FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER	 Vladimir@SesterFarms.com		
		  503-663-4844

	 Noah Fessler	 Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
	 GREENHOUSE 	 NoahF@WoodburnNursery.com	
		  503-634-2231

	 Jonathan Jasinski	 Microplant Nurseries Inc.
	 GREENHOUSE 	 Jonathan@MicroplantNurseries.com 
		  503-792-3696

	 Barb Iverson	 Wooden Shoe Tulip Farm
	 RETAIL	 Iverson@MonitorCoop.com		
		  503-634-2243

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

When disparate parts join,
they make a better whole

Patrick Newton

At first glance, a link 
between boudin (pronounced 
“BOO-dan”) and the 250th 
anniversary of the United 
States might seem like a stretch. 

One is a humble Cajun sausage 
born out of necessity in the bayous of 
Louisiana. The other marks two and a 
half centuries of a nation’s history. 

But look a little closer and the con-
nection starts to make sense. Both are the 
result of different parts coming together 
to create something stronger than any one 
ingredient on its own.

Boudin is not fancy food. It is rice, pork, 
liver, spices, onions, and whatever else hap-
pens to be available, stuffed into a casing. 
Historically, it came from the idea that noth-
ing should go to waste. To folks unfamiliar 
with it, some of the ingredients can sound 
questionable. Liver turns plenty of people 
away before they ever take a bite. Rice in sau-
sage does not exactly sound traditional either. 

But a good boudin works because the 
flavors balance each other out. What seems 
odd on its own becomes something worth 
seeking out once it all comes together.

In a lot of ways, the United States has 
worked the same way.

From the beginning, this country has 
been made up of different people, cultures, 
languages, and traditions. On paper, it 
probably should not have worked as well 
as it has. There have always been disagree-
ments, tensions, and rough edges. Still, 
over the course of 250 years, the country 
kept moving forward. Its strength never 
came from one group or one idea alone. It 
came from the mixture.

The United States was built by genera-
tions of people who brought their labor, 
skills, beliefs, and traditions with them. 
Some came willingly in search of opportu-
nity. Others were brought here under terri-
ble circumstances that remain painful parts 
of our history. Every one of those stories 
shaped the country we know today. 

Ignoring those hard truths would be 
like pretending boudin is only pork and 
spices while leaving out the rest of the 

recipe. You cannot understand the final 
product without acknowledging every 
ingredient that went into it.

Most people who hesitate to try boudin 
focus too much on the individual parts. They 
think about what sounds unfamiliar instead 
of what the finished product might become. 
Then they try it and realize the whole thing 
works together better than expected.

The same idea applies to this country, 
especially during difficult times. It is easy to 
focus on disagreements and divisions. It is 
easy to wonder whether all these different 
pieces really belong together. But history 
shows that America’s strength has always 
come from its ability to bring those differ-
ences into something larger than themselves.

As the nation approaches its 250th 
anniversary, it is worth remembering that 
this country was never built overnight. It 
was never built by one kind of person. It 
was shaped over generations by people 
adding what they could, often through 
hardship, sacrifice, and determination to 
build a better life for the next generation.

Boudin tells a similar story. It is not 
about perfection. It is about making the 
most of what you have, trusting the pro-
cess, and ending up with something better 
because of the combination.

Two hundred and fifty years in, the 
United States is still a work in progress. 
But like a good batch of boudin, its value 
has never been found in any single ingre-
dient. It comes from the whole. 




