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Powell's Nursery Inc.
5054 S.W. Boyd Road
Gaston, OR 97119
PowellNursery@gmail.com
503-357-0631

Peoria Gardens Inc.
32355 Peoria Road S.W.
Albany, OR 97321
BenV@PeoriaGardens.com
541-753-8519

Al's Garden & Home

1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
Woodburn, OR 97071
DRuef@Als-GardenCenter.com
503-981-1245

Robinson Nursery Inc.

PO Box 100

Amity, OR 97101
Chris@RobinsonNursery.com
877-855-8733

Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
31020 S.E. Waybill Road

Boring, OR 97009
JNelson@HansNelson.com
503-663-3348

Oregon Flowers Inc.

PO Box 311

Aurora, OR 97002
Tyler@OregonFlowers.com
503-678-2580

Smith Gardens

23150 Boones Ferry Road. N.E.,
Aurora, OR 97002-9461
Andrea.Avila-Aragon@
SmithGardens.com
503-678-5373

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Patrick Peterson
ASSOCIATE MEMBER

Greg Elwell
CONTAINER GROWER

Blake Nelson
CONTAINER GROWER

Sam Pohlschneider
CONTAINER GROWER

Jason Burns
FIELD / B&B GROWER

Sam Barkley
FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER

Vladimir Lomen
FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER

Noah Fessler
GREENHOUSE

Jonathan Jasinski
GREENHOUSE

Barb Iverson
RETAIL

Simplot Turf & Horticulture
Patrick.Peterson@Simplot.com
541-214-5802

Iseli Nursery
GElwell@lseliNursery.com
503-663-3822

Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
Blake@BountifulFarms.com
503-981-7494

Pohlschneider Nursery
Sam@PohlschneiderNursery.com
503-969-1310

Surface Nursery
Jason@SurfaceNursery.com
503-663-5224

J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.
SamB@JFSchmidt.com
503-663-4128

Sester Farms
Vladimir@SesterFarms.com
503-663-4844

Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
NoahF@WoodburnNursery.com
503-634-2231

Microplant Nurseries Inc.
Jonathan@MicroplantNurseries.com
503-792-3696

Wooden Shoe Tulip Farm
Iverson@MonitorCoop.com
503-634-2243

Learning your
challenges face to face

One of the things I've enjoyed
most during my time as OAN
president has been getting out
and visiting your farms.

Over the past nine months, Jeff Stone,
Beth Farmer, Stephanie Collins, and I have
been making our way around the state vis-
iting OAN members.

We’ve been averaging four or five
visits a month, and if all goes as planned,
we’ll hit our goal of visiting 50 nurseries
before my term is over.

I’ll admit, I wasn’t sure how these vis-
its would be received. A few people looked
a little nervous when we pulled into the
driveway. I think they thought we were
there to conduct some kind of audit.

Once they realized we were just there
to visit, ask questions, and listen, every-
body relaxed. We even got a few laughs
out of it.

Every nursery has been different.
We’ve visited operations that cover hun-
dreds of acres and others that fit on a
single acre.

Some are expanding, some are just
trying to keep up, and some are wondering
what the next few years are going to look
like. No matter the size of the operation,
we always leave having learned something.

The biggest reason for these visits
isn’t to tell members everything OAN is
doing. It’s to hear what’s going on in your
world. What’s keeping you up at night?
What’s going really well? What should we
be paying more attention to? Those are
the conversations that matter.

It also gives members a chance to
ask us questions. Sometimes people
aren’t exactly sure what OAN is work-
ing on behind the scenes, and that’s
understandable.

Advocacy, regulatory issues, labor,
water, transportation, the Japanese beetle
— there’s a lot happening that most peo-
ple don’t see every day. These visits give
us a chance to explain what we’re work-
ing on and why it matters.

One thing I’ve learned is that no two

Patrick Newton

nurseries have the exact same concerns.
That’s why it’s so important for us to get
out and see people face to face.

Emails and surveys have their place,
but they don’t replace standing in some-
one’s shop or walking their fields. You
learn a lot more during a one-hour con-
versation than you do reading a
dozen emails.

These visits have also reminded me
how many good people make up this
industry. Everywhere we’ve gone, we’ve
been welcomed with a handshake, a tour,
and honest conversation.

People have been willing to share
both their successes and their challenges,
and that’s one of the things that makes
this industry so special. There’s a real will-
ingness to help each other, and it’s some-
thing ’'m proud to be a part of.

We’ve still got a ways to go before we
reach my goal of 50 visits while 'm presi-
dent, and I’'m looking forward to every
one of them.

Thank you to everyone who has
welcomed us onto your farms, taken time
out of your busy day, and shared your
thoughts with us. Those conversations
help us do a better job representing our
members, and I hope they continue long
after my term as president is over. For
me, these visits have been one of the most
rewarding parts of serving you. ©
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