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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Patrick Newton
PRESIDENT

Ben Verhoeven
PAST-PRESIDENT

Darcy Ruef
PRESIDENT-ELECT

Chris Robinson
VICE PRESIDENT

Jesse Nelson
TREASURER

Tyler Meskers
SECRETARY

Andrea Avila-Aragon
MEMBER AT LARGE

Powell's Nursery Inc.
5054 S.W. Boyd Road
Gaston, OR 97119
PowellNursery@gmail.com
503-357-0631

Peoria Gardens Inc.
32355 Peoria Road S.W.
Albany, OR 97321
BenV@PeoriaGardens.com
541-753-8519

Al's Garden & Home

1220 N. Pacific Hwy.
Woodburn, OR 97071
DRuef@Als-GardenCenter.com
503-981-1245

Robinson Nursery Inc.

PO Box 100

Amity, OR 97101
Chris@RobinsonNursery.com
877-855-8733

Hans Nelson & Sons Nursery Inc.
31020 S.E. Waybill Road

Boring, OR 97009
JNelson@HansNelson.com
503-663-3348

Oregon Flowers Inc.

PO Box 311

Aurora, OR 97002
Tyler@OregonFlowers.com
503-678-2580

Smith Gardens

23150 Boones Ferry Road. N.E.,
Aurora, OR 97002-9461
Andrea.Avila-Aragon@
SmithGardens.com
503-678-5373

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Patrick Peterson
ASSOCIATE MEMBER

Greg Elwell
CONTAINER GROWER

Blake Nelson
CONTAINER GROWER

Sam Pohlschneider
CONTAINER GROWER

Jason Burns
FIELD / B&B GROWER

Sam Barkley
FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER

Vladimir Lomen
FIELD / BARE ROOT GROWER

Noah Fessler
GREENHOUSE

Jonathan Jasinski
GREENHOUSE

Barb Iverson
RETAIL

OHP
PatrickP@OHP.com
503-789-1557

Iseli Nursery
GElwell@lseliNursery.com
503-663-3822

Bountiful Farms Nursery Inc.
Blake@BountifulFarms.com
503-981-7494

Pohlschneider Nursery
Sam@PohlschneiderNursery.com
503-969-1310

Surface Nursery
Jason@SurfaceNursery.com
503-663-5224

J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.
SamB@JFSchmidt.com
503-663-4128

Sester Farms
Vladimir@SesterFarms.com
503-663-4844

Woodburn Nursery & Azaleas Inc.
NoahF@WoodburnNursery.com
503-634-2231

Microplant Nurseries Inc.
Jonathan@MicroplantNurseries.com
503-792-3696

Wooden Shoe Tulip Farm
Iverson@MonitorCoop.com
503-634-2243

An unforgettable

experience

It’s hard to believe my year
as president of the Oregon
Association of Nurseries is
already coming to an end.

When I started this year, I knew I was
taking on a big responsibility. After 25
years in this industry, Pve seen plenty of
ups and downs, but I don’t think I fully
understood how different it would feel to
be sitting in the president’s chair. There’s a
lot that comes with it, and there were defi-
nitely days when I wondered what the hell
I had gotten myself into.

Looking back, I can honestly say I'm
extremely proud of the year we had.

The Japanese beetle was probably the
biggest scare I've experienced. It was a seri-
ous threat to our industry, and 'm proud of
the way OAN, our members and everyone
involved came together to deal with it. It
was a tough situation but we found a way.

One of the best parts of this year was
getting out and visiting our members. We
set a goal of visiting 50 nurseries, and
we got there. I really enjoyed getting out
of the office and seeing what people are
doing around the state. Every nursery is a
little different, and every owner has a dif-
ferent story. It was a great way to spend
my year as president, and I'm really glad
we made the effort to get out and see so
many of our members.

I also made several trips to
Washington, D.C., this year and had the
chance to meet with our representatives.
We also spent time meeting with people
at the state level here in Oregon. One of
the things I’'m especially proud of this year
was having my wife, Jaime, and I host
a reception for gubernatorial candidate
Christine Drazan in our backyard. That’s
something I never would have thought I'd
be doing when I started in this industry.

It was a pretty special moment for me and
something I’ll always be proud of.

Those are the kinds of things I’ll
remember from this year. Not just the
meetings or the travel, but the people I met
and the relationships that came from it.

Patrick Newton

I’'m proud that we showed up.

We showed up when the Japanese
beetle became a serious threat. We showed
up in Washington, D.C. We showed up
at the Capitol. And we showed up at our
members’ nurseries. We made sure people
knew who we were, what we do and why
this industry matters.

I also want to take a minute to thank
the OAN board. Thank you to Darcy,
Andrea, Barb, Ben, Blake, Chris, Greg,
Jason, Jesse, Jonathan, Noah, Sam, Tyler,
Patrick and Vladimir for trusting me with
this position and supporting me throughout
the year. I appreciate the conversations, the
ideas and, most of all, knowing that we
were working toward the same goal.

And of course, none of this happens
without the OAN staff. They put in the
work every single day, and I'm grateful I
had the chance to work alongside them.

I also want to thank everyone who has
reached out to me about the columns I've
written this year. The nice messages mean
more to me than you know. It’s been a lot
of fun putting my thoughts down each
month, and knowing that people actually
take the time to read them and reach out
makes it even more worthwhile.

Now it’s time to hand the reins over
to Darcy Ruef of Al’s Garden & Home.
Darcy, congratulations. ’'m excited to see
what you do with the job, and I’ll be root-
ing for you every step of the way.

Thank you to everyone who gave me
the opportunity to serve as your president.
It’s an experience I'll never forget.
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